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While dotting I’s and crossing T’s
May seem like such a drag

That grammar and misspelling
Surely throws up the red flag

This typing is atrocious
His writing reeks of crud

There is no rhyme or reason
His thoughts are clear as mud

Was he careless or complacent?
Does he mean these things he wrote?

Or is he just a Simpleton
Fresh off the moron boat?

Spell/Check ketches many things
Butt infallible it’s knot

Mini words that won may use
We’ll simply not get cot!

So take your time when crossing T’s
And dotting all those I’s

Your ideas may reek of genious
But your words will make them wise!

Editor’s Poem



Employee Tournament 
Monday, Aug. 8 at Drumm Farm Golf Course 

Independence, Mo.

August Tournament

  Monday, Aug. 8, 2011 
 

 Drumm Farm Golf Course 
 

 12:30 p.m. - Registration and Lunch 
 2:00 p.m. - Shotgun Start 
 Following Golf - Awards and Raffle 
 

: Matt Hemphill is the Su-
perintendent at Drumm Farm Golf Club. He gradu-
ated from Kansas State University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Horticulture in 2007. After graduation, 
he moved to Windsor, Colorado to work at Pelican 
Lakes Golf Course as an Assistant Superintendent. 
After spending one year there he took an Assistant 
position with The Broadlands Golf Course in Broom-
field, Colorado which is also operated by Landscapes 
Unlimited, LLC. Then in 2010 Matt accepted a posi-
tion at Drumm Farm which gave him the opportunity 

to move his family 
back home to the 
Kansas City area. 
Matt is a member 
of the Golf Course 
Superintendent’s 
Association of 
America (GCSAA) 
and the Heart of 
America GCSA. 
 

 Drumm Farm Golf Course 
was built by Landscapes Unlimited, LLC in 2001 and 
opened for play in June 2002. The course is owned 
and managed by Landscapes Unlimited, LLC. The 
course was designed by Dana Fry. 
 

Country Club Attire (collared shirts, no 
jeans or cargo pants). Please clean off your spikes. 
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S&R Tournament Results
Tournament Results

 
1st Place - Wolf Creek Golf Links Team (Score = 54) 
2nd Place - Urban Tree Specialists Team (Score = 56) 
3rd Place - Grass Pad Team (Score = 57) 
 

 - Professional Turf Products 
    (Hole 18 with a score of 3) - Won $260 
 

- Andy Southard, Supreme 
             Turf Products - Won $484 
             (Andy donated $200 back 
                                                     to the S&R Auction Fund) 
              Thanks Andy!

Winning Team From Wolf Creek Golf Links
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News from GCSAA

Superintendents dealing with extreme conditions again this year 

Persistent Heat, Drought and Flooding Strain Golf  
Courses Nationally
     Extended periods of excessive heat, widespread moder-
ate to severe drought, and pockets of flooding have beset 
golf courses for the second consecutive year, putting a 
strain on revenues, golfers and the professionals who 
manage the game’s playing fields – golf course superin-
tendents.
     “We saw widespread turf loss last year, and the feed-
back from our members is that this year has the potential 
to be as severe,” Golf Course Superintendents Association 
of America President Bob Randquist, certified golf course 
superintendent at Boca Rio Golf Course in Boca Raton, Fla., 
said.
     Researchers, university extension agents and golf 
course superintendents agreed that the conditions last 
summer were the worst in decades in terms of the geo-
graphic scope, Randquist said. The impact of this year’s 
weather – although not as widespread – will not be 
determined for a few weeks, but he indicated superinten-
dents are pulling out all the stops to counter the wrath of 
Mother Nature.
     Superintendents have implemented a variety of 
management practices such as reducing green speeds 
by raising cutting heights and rolling less frequently; less 
mowing frequency; restricting cart traffic; increased hand 
watering; reducing/postponing verticutting and topdress-
ing activities; if aerifying, doing so with small tines; and 
reducing of fertilization programs.
     “The simple fact is the cool-season turfgrasses such as 
bentgrass, fescue, bluegrass, annual bluegrass (Poa annua) 
and others are stressed with sustained high temperatures 
and humidity,” Randquist said. “Golf courses in many parts 
of the country experience this every year, however what 
made the situation so dire last year and now have been 
the high levels of extended heat and humidity, and the 
sizeable part of the country affected.
     “Certainly homeowners, athletic fields and businesses 
suffer turfgrass damage brought on by these kinds of con-
ditions. What makes it more difficult for golf facilities are 
the mowing heights are much lower and traffic is much 
heavier. That just adds to the stress on the turfgrass.”
     Also unknown is what the final impact of flooding will 
be. Some courses were under water for extended periods 
of time so the turf started the season already in a compro-
mised position.

     Randquist also cautioned golfers from thinking that 
water, whether from rain or irrigation, is the answer to the 
ills. There is a difference between heat stress and drought 
stress. Adequate irrigation will alleviate drought stress. Ad-
equate irrigation will not alleviate heat stress. It is not only 
possible, but likely, for a turfgrass plant to be adequately 
watered and still suffer from heat stress under extended 
periods of high temperatures.
     Randquist urged golfers and leaders at golf facilities 
not to panic. Every golf course is unique and thus reacts to 
the weather extremes differently. Variations in soil condi-
tions, air movement, shade, water quality and availabil-
ity, and budget make course comparisons a dangerous 
proposition.
     “We know the weather conditions will become more 
agreeable,” Randquist said. “What is important right now 
is to manage the golf course in a manner so that turf can 
be kept alive until that point. Pushing turf too hard might 
result in longer term damage.”



Member Article

     Do you want to be “one of the four” big winners of a $250 gift card (right before  
Christmas)!? Simply participate in the 2011 Tony’s Teasers trivia game. 
     Each answer will pertain to something related to our industry, terminology we would 
recognise, a golf course, or even a local member (or a play on their name). The answer can be 
a person, place or thing. These members had the correct answers to July’s Tony’s Teaser: 
 

  The acme of gowns  
  Topdress 

 
Winners for July: 

 
 

 
     
     Every month I will supply a clue. You must then come up with the correct response and submit your answer via the 
website only (www.hagcsa.org) prior to the answer being supplied in the next edition. Correct responses will entitle 
an entry (one entry per correct response) into the drawing. If you solve each month’s riddle, your name gets put in the 
hat that many times; increasing your odds at this fabulous shopping spree. You must be present at the Holiday Party to 
win; so everyone better get in the spirit of the season! All members in good standing are eligible to enter. 

 
   August Teaser: Gay Circle
   Answer:                __  __  __  __  __     __  __  __  __
 
   Hint: Who needs a hint?!  

The Mother of Necessity is Invention

     Hodge Park Golf Course, Kansas City, MO. If you’ve   
played here recently you may have noticed a tee 
marker or two moved forward. This is because sev-
eral of the course’s existing Poa, Rye grass fairways 
are now being stripped in with zoysiagrass. Due to 
the constant rising costs associated with water and 
fungicide applications this new method of stripping 
in zoysia has been the start of a recent trend among 
several superintendents throughout the Midwest. 
     Zoysiagrass has several benefits; many golfers 
love its crisp tight lies and the way the ball seems 
to almost stand on top of the grass. Now in recent 
years zoysiagrass has begun to turn a favored eye to 
superintendents as they continue to search for new 
and innovative ways to maintain a high level of play 
on a demanding budget. 
     At Hodge Park Golf Course they have begun to 
spend the initial start up costs to eventually strip 
in all eighteen fairways over the course of the next 

three years. This 
will ensure lower 
costs in the future 
associated with 
less fertilizer, 
better Poa annua 
control, less water 
and heat distress, 
and less frequent 
mowing.
To help the crew 
of Hodge Park 
along with the process they custom built two easy 
attachments for a uniloader and a tractor.  Pictured 
bottom left is the attachment for the uniloader that 
is used in prepping the area by cutting two 7’ strips 
18” apart. These Poa, Blue and Rye grass strips are 
then hauled off and replaced with zoysiagrass strips 



of the same size.  On the right is the attachment for 
the tractor that helps the large bails of sod roll out 
smoothly. A crew of about 6-7 guys then go back and 
lay the strips into the gaps.  
     A full semi load of 30 bails will cover approxi-
mately 30,000 square feet and can typically be laid 

out over the 
course of 5-6 
hours. Prepping 
the area will take 
about  3-4 hours 
allowing the 
entire process to 
be completed in 
a day or two. This 
allows for very 

little interruption in golf course revenues to occur 
and the course can remain open the entire time with 
minimal interruption.  
     Once the zoysiagrass strips are in place the crew 
will take time to roll and water the new sod con-
sistently for the next several weeks monitoring it 
for healthy growth. Hodge Park hopes to see to see 
70-80% coverage by the end of the third season in 
all the fairways it 
sods with zoysia-
grass this year. A 
moderate nitro-
gen fertilization 
is recommended 
6-7 days after the 
new sod has been 
laid.  
     While some 
golf courses that 
make this transition choose to hire an outside con-
tractor to do the project the crew at Hodge Park Golf 
Course was able to do a great deal of  the project in 
house. They used there own crew to lay the sod, built 
the two attachment pieces for the uniloader and 
tractor out of metal they had around the shop and 
used the discarded Poa, Rye sod strips they uprooted 
for top soil and other needed areas around the 
course. 
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     “Who want to give their oral report first?” Asked 
Mrs. Davis, my sixth grade teacher. 
     The dreaded day had finally arrived when each 
of us would have to stand in front of the room and 
speak to the class. The butterflies in my stomach 
were flapping a tornado. 
     Not a single hand went up. In fact, there was no 
movement in the room at all. There wasn’t a desk 
creaking under the shifting weight of a single body, 
no paper rustling, no pencils scratching, not even a 
cough. Nothing. The room had never been quieter. 
Every kid was sitting as still as a statue. The anxiety in 
the classroom was palpable. 
     “If someone doesn’t volunteer, then I will start pick-
ing you at random.” 
     Every student suddenly wished for invisibility. I 
saw a few heads bow in the hopes of achieving it. 
But, mostly I saw wide-eyed fright - the deer in the 
headlights look - predominate the room. 
     She started scanning the room and said, “Okay, 
then I’ll choose...” 
     I couldn’t take it anymore; I just wanted to get it 
over with. Almost involuntarily, my hand shot up. 
Then to my surprise, unexpected benefits started 
coming my way immediately. 
     Mrs. Davis began praising me for my courage. She 
said that I would set the standard by which everyone 
following me would be judged. Her praise gave me 
instant confidence, and I could feel the nervousness 
melt away. I stood before the class and delivered my 
report with authority and self assurance. I then got to 
sit down and relax, and enjoy everyone else’s presen-
tation without the fear that I would be called on next. 
     It was a seminal moment - a life changing ex-
perience - I discovered that being bold could have 
enormous rewards. It was a lesson I have carried ever 
since. 
     A few years would pass before I tested my bold-
ness again. I was interested in student government in 
high school, and on several occasions ran for office. 
Each time, however, I chose to run for the lesser of-
fices and each time I lost. My last opportunity to run 
came at the end of eleventh grade. This time I threw 
all caution to the wind and went after the big prize: 
President of the Student Council.

The Un-Comfort Zone

     I won. As a result I enjoyed a 
full year of confidence building re-
sponsibility. The rewards I enjoyed 
for that moment of daring were 
enormous. I went from being just 
another kid in the school to being 
treated like an adult by the teach-
ers and administration. It opened 
more opportunities than I could 
have imagined. 
     Tennis star, Billie Jean King, once 
said, “Be bold. If you’re going to make an error, make a 
doozy and don’t be afraid to hit the ball.” 
     I have also learned that when you go for the big 
prize, you will not face a lot of competition. I’m not 
saying the competition isn’t tough - there just aren’t 
as many competitors. That’s true in business too. 
Go for the higher paying job. Pitch your product 
to the biggest client. Ask the most beautiful girl or 
handsome guy for a date. 
     Emily Dickinson said, “Fortune befriends the bold.” 
So, the next time you have an opportunity to take a 
bold step, ask yourself this, “What the worst that can 
happen?” Then go for it! 
 
Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He 
works with companies that want to be more competitive and with 
people who want to think like innovators. For more information on 
Robert’s program please visit http://www.jumpstartyourmeeting.
com.




